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National Capitol Commandery


23 January 2009
Dear Companion;


Thank you for your suggestions to improve our organization.  Three things that I can fix very quickly is (1) building up our communications and (2) letting you know early-on about initiatives that you may be interested in getting involved in, and (3) supporting you in your efforts.  This note hits on the first two.

I’m not going to spend a great deal of time discussing the Congress in Jacksonville.  I’m enclosing the minutes from the event that Vance Morrison and Lou Orsini prepared to hit on the high points and the national organization’s newsletter will go into great depth about the event. 

I do want to share a few thoughts about it, the people and the hard work that others devoted to making it a truly memorable experience.  Jacksonville was a dynamite venue replete with naval history that I didn’t fully appreciate and the program was insightful, interesting and fun.  You should consider attending one if at all possible – I assure you that your only disappointment will be that you didn’t do it sooner.  I felt very comfortable with companions from our own commandery as well as the new friends that I met who made me feel very much at home.  
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At 12:15 p.m. on Monday, December 7, 2009 we represented the Naval Order by laying a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers.   Seven companions participated in an extremely memorable and humbling event.   This picture taken by Tom Murray sums it up.  This is an annual event for our commandery and a unique opportunity and something that every companion should seriously consider participating in – regardless of how busy your schedule is!

That same evening we hosted the annual Pearl Harbor Commemoration Dinner.   Regrettably the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association was not represented.  Mike Wenger’s comprehensive research and focus on the Naval Air Station at Kaneohe Bay addressed many distinctive aspects that weren’t included in many of the books I’ve read nor likely known by persons who were there.  He delved into Japanese perspective and highlighted the other aspects of this attack that have been overlooked by many who focused solely on the events without understanding what took place behind the curtain.  Mike’s book will hopefully be out soon – we’ll let you know – I’m confident it will be a great read. 

We have several upcoming events to promote a better understanding of our naval history and heritage, and recognize significant naval engagements as well as personalities.  Our current program of events is posted on www.navalorder.org “Local Commanderies and National Capitol (NAT Homepage).  We’ll also distribute a schedule of upcoming events through the mail very soon.

Four members of the U.S. Navy will be immortalized on stamps: William S. Sims, Arleigh A. Burke, John McCloy and Doris Miller. The First-Day-of-Issue dedication ceremony for the four 44-cent First-Class collectible "Distinguished Sailors" stamps takes place in Washington, DC, on Thursday February 4th, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. in the Arleigh and Roberta Burke Theater of the United States Navy Memorial.  You should notice that two of the four Distinguished Sailors, Admiral Burke and Admiral Simms were Companions.  At this point I’m not aware of any formal participation by the Naval Order but attendance is welcomed.
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On Saturday, April 17th the National Capitol and Hampton Roads Commanderies will co-sponsor Virginia History Day awards to recognize senior division (grades 9-12) and junior division (grades 6-8) maritime history entries.   This is the third year that Chuck Chadbourn will coordinate this annual event that is held in Colonial Williamsburg.  Last year the winning entries were a dramatic interpretation of Queen Elizabeth I, Lord Burghley and the Strategic Role of Seapower; and a colorful account of Captain Cook’s epic voyages using a display of charts and facts as backdrop.  Please contact us if you’d like to see for yourself the quality of our students and serve as a judge.

In late April we’ll commemorate the 112th anniversary of the Battle of Manila Bay with a wreath-laying ceremony in the Bethlehem Chapel at a cenotaph near the crypt of Admiral of the Navy and early Commander General of the Naval Order, George Dewey at the Washington National Cathedral.  We welcome your help in organizing this event and/or attending.

In early June we’ll co-host commemoration events to recognize the Navy’s enormous influence on the events of World War II by its victory at the Battle of Midway.  There will be a formal dinner and presentation but most importantly the opportunity to share in experiences of Midway veterans who attend.  A wreath will also be laid at the Lone Sailor statue at the Navy Memorial in Washington.

 Dave Kaiser is working with the U.S. Navy Stall Planning Committee and the USN Historical Center in planning for the extensive series of historical events throughout the Northern, Northeast, Central and Southern states to celebrate the War of 1812 bicentennial.  Hand in glove with these events the 2012 Naval Order Congress will be held in Baltimore.  Please contact us if you’d like to help with either of these events.

We recognize that our nation’s capital is rich in naval tradition and heritage and therefore has many ‘competing’ organizations that vie for your attention despite personal and professional obligations.   We continue to build our relations with these other organizations, and develop and promote programs that complement their activities to further strengthen our own Commandery.  Nonetheless whenever possible we urge you to support our activities that while furthering our mission “To preserve, promote, celebrate and enjoy our Nation’s Sea Service history and heritage” provide unique opportunities in our Nation’s capital.

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve.  I look forward to celebrating our naval history with you at a future event.  
Sincerely,

Paul. H. Crissy

Captain, United States Coast Guard Reserve

Commander, National Capitol Commandery

Naval Order of the United States
2009 Annual Naval Order Congress Summary
The 2009 Annual Naval Order Congress was held 14 -1 7 October 2009 in Jacksonville, Florida at the Crowne Plaza Hotel with CAPT Jen Johnson, USN (Ret.), Commander General and former Companion of the National Capitol Commandery presiding. Over 100 Companions and spouses attended, including 15 from National Capitol Commandery.  Guest speakers or panelists who participated included the Mayor of Jacksonville; CAPT David Poyer, USN (Ret.), author; Ms. Kathy Fleming, Executive Director of the St. Augustine Lighthouse and Museum; Ms. Emily Liska, Executive Director of the Jacksonville Historical Society; our own Companion Dr. Bill Dudley who discussed the Navy in Jacksonville in WWII; Mr. Bert Watson, President of the Jacksonville Historic Naval Ship Association who discussed their efforts to bring a DDG-2 Class destroyer to the city; RADM Jay DeLoach, USN (Ret.) Commander, Naval History and Heritage Command who gave a Command update; panelists Mr. Mike McGrath, Dr. Dudley, Mr. Paul Ghiotto, Curator of the Jacksonville Maritime Museum, and Mr. Watson, who discussed “What do Maritime Historical Organizations have to offer in the Twenty-First Century;” Dr. Bill Reynolds, author of locally-flavored books, including the Jett Man series; and Admiral William J. Fallon, USN (Ret.), this year’s recipient of the Naval Order’s Distinguished Sea Services Award.

National Officers presented their oral reports to the Congress and Commander General-Elect, CAPT Greg Streeter, USN (Ret.), presented his “Way Forward” for his tenure. The various Committees held their meetings, mostly prior to the formal convening of the Congress on Thursday morning and presented their reports to the assembled Congress during the business sessions. The General Council met and CAPT Johnson presented the results of the General Council meeting along with his own Annual Report to the Congress.  The Treasurer General, Naval Order Foundation Chairman, and the Investment Committee Chairman reports indicated the Order’s finances were sound and the Vice Commander General for Membership announced a net increase this year in Naval Order membership of 45, bringing the new total to 1793.  

The Constitution and By-Laws Committee Chairman introduced a resolution for two changes to the Naval Order Constitution which were passed: 1) to increase the number of Companions to the General Council from four to six to provide a career path for members to advance through the organization; and 2) to redefine the duties of the Vice Commander General Development and create a new position Vice Commander General Commandery Support.  He also announced that the Constitution had been updated with many minor changes and corrections and will be reissued soon. 

The Site Committee Chairman reminded all that the next Congress will be held 20-23 October 2010 in Sparks, Nevada (near Reno), with a theme of “Naval Aviation.”  The Congress approved his Committee’s proposal that the 2011 Congress be held in Houston, Texas, and Baltimore will be pursued as the venue for the 2012 Congress. New National Officers were elected Saturday morning, including CAPT Streeter as Commander General and RADM Douglas Moore as Commander General-Elect. Several other new positions were filled.  During the Congress the outgoing Commander General, CAPT Johnson, presented a number of Commander General’s Medals to those who contributed to achieving the Order’s goals.

A Commander General’s Welcome Luncheon and evening Reception, Navy League Luncheon, LCDR Lee Douglas Memorial Luncheon - at which Florida First Coast Commandery was presented the Douglas Award for Commandery of the Year - and the annual DSSA Banquet and Reception were all held at the Crowne Plaza. Attendees also were provided opportunity to participate in several unofficial events, including a river boat dinner cruise combined with a symphony concert, a tour of the St. Augustine area, and a dinner visit to the Fleet Landing retirement center. Many other sites in the Jacksonville area were also available for the attendees to visit.
[image: image2.jpg]S«NAVALORDER. & »5





National Capitol Commandery

Please Join Us For

An Opportunity to Learn About the Exploits of

Captain Mike “Hell Roaring” Healy U.S. Revenue Cutter Service
And the United States Revenue Cutter BEAR during its Alaska Cruises from 1181 – 1890

on

Saturday, February 27th 2010
Reception at 6:00 p.m. followed by Dinner at 7:00 p.m. and the Presentation at 8:15 p.m.
Holiday Inn Rosslyn / Georgetown Room

1900 N Fort Myer Dr, Arlington, VA 22209
Featuring Senior Chief Dennis Noble, USCG (Ret)
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Civilian Informal: Coat & tie for gentlemen; Dress or Suit for ladies
RSVP:
CDR John Hooper (john.d.hooper@us.army.mil or (703) 607-1875) with your dinner selection (Chicken Stir Fry, Apple Walnut Stuffed Pork Chop or Pasta Primavera) by Tuesday, 23 February.  

Cost:
$30 per person for dinner.
There will be a limited number of copies of Senior Chief Nobel’s book “Captain "Hell Roaring" Mike Healy: From American Slave to Arctic Hero” available for autograph and sale.
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