
     NAVAL ORDER OF THE UNITED STATES 
             MONTEREY BAY COMMANDERY 
 

                  2016 ANNUAL REPORT 
       
        7 June 2016 
 
From:  Commander, Monterey Bay Commandery 
To Recorder General, Naval Order of the United States 
 Chairman, National Awards Committee, Naval Order of the United States 
 
Subj: Annual Report for the period 01 June 2015 – 31 May 2016 
 Monterey Bay Commandery 
  
 
ORGANIZATION 
 

Monterey Bay Commandery 2015-2016 Executive Board 
 
Commander 
LT Kyle Kendal, USN (01 June – 18 Dec) 
CAPT Kenneth A. Johnson, USN (Ret.) (18 Dec – 31 May) 
       
Vice Commander 
LT Ian Overcast, USN (01 June – 18 Dec) 
CAPT Jeffrey (Jeff) Kline, USN (Ret) (18 Dec -31 May) 
  
VC Programs 
Captain Jeffrey (Jeff) Kline, USN (Ret.)  
 
VC Membership 
Colonel Gary Ohls, USMC (Ret.) 
 
Public Affairs   
MMCS Jackie Kiel, USN (Ret.) 
 
Treasurer  
Captain Kenneth A. Johnson, USN (Ret.) 
 
Historian 
Mr. John Sanders   
 
Recorder 
Captain Kenneth A. Johnson, USN (Ret.) 
 

 
 



Chaplain     
Vacant 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Commandery’s recruiting programs are now somewhat limited as first mentioned during 
2014 Congress and again during 2015 Congress General Council discussions. This past year’s 
recruiting programs have been “stressed” as the Naval Postgraduate School’s quarterly and now 
semi-annual “informational fairs” have been greatly restructured. These NPS coordinated student 
“informational fairs” had provided the opportunity for various on and off campus organizations 
to reach out to all new incoming new students. For the most part, this has been the first 
opportunity students to become familiar with the Naval Order. Without this and other 
opportunities to promote the Naval Order, membership growth opportunities have been greatly 
impacted. For the past year, opportunities to contact potential new Companions have been 
limited to the two Commandery dinners held on campus grounds or through personal contacts. 
These two dinners, the Battle of Midway Dining-Out and the Pearl Harbor Remembrance Dinner 
and are well attended with the average attendance being over 150 guests each. 
 
FY 2016 membership totaled 48 with 1 new Companion joining during the year and two deaths. 
Several Companions have graduated and have transferred to other Commanderies. 
 
New Companion is LT Zachary (Zach) Burton Martens, USN who will graduate in June 2016. 
 
Two Companions died during the reporting year. Mrs. Zolo “Be” Francine Carver on 13 
November 2015 and 1stLT Edward (Bob) Robert Wood, USAF on 23 January 2016. 
 
Membership figures will be confirmed with the Registrar General during Naval Order National 
Congress deliberations. 
 
FINANCIAL STATUS 
 
Commandery funds at the end of 31 May 2016 were $13,816.70 (checking $8,454.22 and 
savings of $5,362.48). Financial status is above the norm as the Commandery is again the 
Treasurer for the 2016 June Battle of Midway dinner at the Naval Support Activity, Monterey, 
home of the Naval Postgraduate School. 
 
Form 990-N E-card was filed and accepted by the Department of the Treasury Internal Revenue 
Service for the 2015 Tax Year. Commandery’s EIN 08-0428587 remains valid. 
 
PROGRAMS 
 
 Internal Communications 
 
Commandery intra/inter communications remain as earlier established and must be updated to 
reflect the changing social networks that the younger generations are using on a daily bases. This 
Commandery and others look for further guidance from National Leadership.  Commandery’s 



organization, calendar of events, annual report, and specific projects are available to all 
companions and to those using the National website as a search engine for historical purposes.  
 
 Community Involvement 
 
Community involvement continues to be the key of the Commandery. History, heritage, and 
comradeship are the bases of all Commandery programs and continue to be the focus of all 
activities. The Commandery sponsored several major events during the year including the 
December 7th Pearl Harbor Commemoration Dinner and the Battle of Midway Dining-Out. In 
addition, the Commandery was involved in a number of other activities including the Navy 
Birthday Ball, and the Memorial Day Wreath Laying Ceremony on the Coast Guard Wharf.  
 
 National Initiatives 
 
Battle of Midway Anniversary Dining-Out. 
 
The 73rd Anniversary Midway Dining-Out was held on Saturday 7 June at the Naval 
Postgraduate School. The evening started on the quarter deck of the Old Del Monte Hotel, now 
the site of the Naval Postgraduate School, with a full service reception. The immediate reception 
area was decorated with June 4-6 1942 historical Battle of Midway artifacts provided by the 
school’s Dudley Knox Library. The honoree President of the Battle of Midway Mess was Dr. 
Douglas A. Hensler, Provost of the Naval Postgraduate School and the President of the Mess was 
Captain Timothy Faller, USN, Commanding Officer, Naval Support Activity Monterey. Fellow 
Companion Lieutenant Tim Baker, USN was Mr. Vice and seemed to enjoy sending many of his 
shipmates and “new found” friends to the “grog bowl”. The guest speaker was Brigadier General 
Helen G. Pratt, USMCR, President, Marine Corps University, Quantico who spoke on the topic 
of Marines at Midway-1942. Those Companions and others vested in the history of our Marines 
at Midway do not have to be reminded what the name “Midway means to Marines. At the very 
outset of war, when Midway's sole garrison consisted of a Fleet Marine Force defense battalion 
stationed there in advance of hostilities, the Japanese found that here, as at Wake, Marines were 
ready. Subsequently, in the battle of Midway, the heroism of Marine fighter and dive-bomber 
pilots, who attacked effectively and unhesitatingly against tremendous odds, demonstrated once 
again that courage and discipline are among the high traditions of our Corps.” General Pratt 
further comments focused on the areas of the war coming to Midway, the girding for battle, and 
finally the 4-5 June Battle of Midway. 

 
The two official guests of honor were LCDR Nonna Cheatham, USN, a Pearl Harbor survivor 
and Master Technical Sergeant Ralph B. Neal, USMC, who was awarded the Silver Star for 
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity while serving with the Ninth Defense Battalion, Fleet 
Marine Forces, as a volunteer tank gunner in action against enemy Japanese forces on New 
George, Solomon Islands, in July 1943 
 
A memorial wreath was “placed” as part of the opening ceremonies to the formal dinner by Petty 
Officer Kelli Kennedy USN, NPS’s sailor of the year in recognition of the valor and sacrifice of 
the heroes that fought at the Battle of Midway. “They came from all walks of life – from small 
towns and big cities – and answered our Nation’s call to go to a place they had never seen 



before.  We were losing the war in the Pacific until these heroes fought.  Many of them gave 
the last full measure to help turn the tide of the war so that we could be free as Americans”.   
 
The Navy CID Unit Monterey choir provided dinner music with patriotic songs for the 
enjoyment of all the guests and the evening ended with remembrances of those that have served 
and those still serving with the “piping” of Amazing Grace and “taps”. Other guests of the mess 
included the Chesty Puller Battalion and Monterey County Division, Naval Sea Cadets Corps; 
the Monterey High School NJROTC who provided the honor and color guard; and, a detachment 
of Marine Corps Defense Language military students coordinated by Sgt Lauren Kohls, USMC 
who joined the General’s table and had the opportunity to share her insights into today’s military 
environments.  
 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
 
The annual Pearl Harbor Remembrance Dinner was held at the Naval Postgraduate School on the 
grounds of the Naval Support Activity Monterey, on Friday 4 December. The evening started in 
the La Novia Room, a historical dining room at the Old Del Monte Hotel, now the site of the 
Naval Postgraduate School, with a full service reception. The immediate reception area was in 
full display of significant Pearl Harbor December 7th displays provided by the school’s Dudley 
Knox Library. Of special note was the display of a silver dining service set of a knife, spoon and 
forks recovered following the sinking of the USS Arizona. The set is on permanent loan in the 
DK Library. As in past years the Navy Center for Information Dominance Monterey Choir 
from the Monterey Defense Language Institute provided the guests with a pre-dinner medley of 
seasonal holiday and patriotic songs during the reception and later during the dinner in the El 
Prado Dining Room. It is always wonderful having these fine young men and women “aboard” 
whom, following their language training will be leaving for military service here at home or 
abroad. 
 
Following the reception, the guests were “piped” to the formal dining room by the “official   
Commandery piper” LCDR Spence Myers who provided several appropriate “pipes” as the 
guests proceeded into the dining room decorated with Christmas trees and packages yet to be 
opened. The Monterey County Division-Naval Sea Cadet Corps provided the Honor and Color 
Guard for the evening. Later in the evening, fellow Companion LCDR Nonna Cheatham shared 
her experiences of growing up on the Island of Kauai and, in particular, the shelling of the harbor 
by a Japanese submarine later entering the harbor. An interesting comment was later made by a 
retired senior guest that this shelling was well documented, but senior leadership at that time did 
not want the attacked publicized on the “mainland” in fear of greater panic within the population 
of the 48 States of American. The 125 plus guests included NPS students, faculty, retired 
military, elected officials, and civilian friends from the Monterey Peninsula, Central 
Coast region and Silicon Valley including UCSC STARS returning veterans.  
 
The 2015 Theme was Innovation: First Line of Defense – Then, Now, and Tomorrow 
with guest speaker Rear Admiral Daniel Hendrickson, USN, Military Deputy DOD 
Silicon Valley Defense Innovation Unit. He paid tribute to the fallen heroes of Pearl 
Harbor and the need for greater innovation in today’s environment. Following his 
comments, Admiral Hendrickson was presented a United States flag flown from the  



fantail of the USS Missouri (BB 63) in tribute to American veterans of all branches of 
service. The “Mighty MO’s” place in America’s history is forever immortalized as the 
site of the September 2, 1945 signing of the Instrument of Surrender that ended the war 
which started December 7, 1941. 
 
The evening ended with remembrances of those that have served and those still serving, the 
singing of Amazing Grace,  followed by the “piping” of Amazing Grace, and “taps”. 
 
Memorial Day 
 
The Commandery participated in the 2016 Memorial Day Wreath Ceremony on the Monterey 
Coast Guard pier on Monday, 30 May. The moving ceremony was again limited to “pier side 
activities” as the USCG HAWKSBILL was in “Standown Status”. “Captain Ken” along with 
other military service organizations, made remarks and later memorial wreaths were “casted” 
into the Monterey Bay Harbor.  
 
CONGRESS 
 
The Commandery continues support of National Congresses at all levels. Companions have 
attended Congresses since our charting and over the years have fulfilled key leadership positions 
including that of the Commander General, Vice Commander General, President of the 
Foundation, Companions to the General Council, Chaplain General, and as the Managing Editor 
of the Naval Order Newsletter. Companions are making plans to attend Congress 2016 in 
Hawaii. 
 
COMMANDER’S PERSONAL THOUGHTS  
 
LT Kyle Kendal assumed his leadership role last year as Commander of the Monterey Bay 
Commandery and during the period aboard provided guidance in the planning of the 2015 Pearl 
Harbor Remembrance Dinner. With his December graduation and the lack of a student 
Companion to take over the Commandery resulted in the “reactivation” of Captain Kenneth 
Johnson, USN (Ret.) to again assume the role of Commander of the Monterey Bay Commandery 
until an appropriate relief could be designated. Membership is not what  had be expected, but 
considering the many “influences” that are affecting the Naval Order and other organizations, I 
am proud in what we have been able to do.  The Commandery has and continues to be a vital 
influence within the Monterey Peninsula which is evident in the strong support of our two annual 
historical dinners. The Commandery is heavily invested in holding the annual Battle of Midway 
Dining-Out dinners which have been held for the past 12 years not to mention Memorial Day 
Remembrances activities, and Pearl Harbor Dinners. Unequivocally, these events provide a great 
opportunity for the many service members and civilians within the Monterey community to 
appreciate our rich naval history. 

 
Warm regards, 
 
Captain Kenneth A. Johnson, USN (Ret.) 
Monterey Bay Commandery Commander 


